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Vocabulary 

Per Capita. per unit of population : by or for each person 

Parity. the state of being equal, especially in relation to 

pay and position. 

Autonomous. (of a country or region) having the freedom 

to govern itself or control its own affairs. 

Subsists. maintain or support oneself, especially at a 

minimal level. 

Disparities. a great difference 
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According to the International Monetary Fund (IMF) for 

2020, the countries with the highest per capita GDP, 

adjusted for purchasing parity, all tend to be relatively 

small city-states with international fame in specific 

industries. The richest country in the world, Qatar 

($138.9K), is a tiny Middle Eastern country with an 

absolutely massive amount of oil. Macao ($113.4K) is 

similarly a tiny autonomous region where Asia’s wealthy go 

to gamble. The other two countries to break $100K are 

likewise small countries, Luxembourg ($112K) and 

Singapore ($105.7K). 

 

The US is noticeably absent from the list of top 10 

countries. Whether or not you believe the US is the greatest 

country in the world, it is certainly not the wealthiest on a 

per capita basis. Coming in at just $67.4K, the US ranks 

12th behind places like Switzerland ($67.6K) and Kuwait 

($67.9K). That being said, the US is by far the richest in the 

Americas, easily outranking Canada ($52.1K). The rest of 

the hemisphere falls somewhere well below $50K. 

 

The final insight from our visualization is just how poor 

Africa is compared to the rest of the world. Ranked dead 

last in almost every measure of wealth and living 

standards, there isn’t a single African country with more 

than $50K in per capita GDP. In fact, the two highest 

https://www.imf.org/external/pubs/ft/weo/2019/02/weodata/weorept.aspx?pr.x=80&pr.y=11&sy=2020&ey=2024&scsm=1&ssd=1&sort=country&ds=.&br=1&c=512%2C668%2C914%2C672%2C612%2C946%2C614%2C137%2C311%2C546%2C213%2C674%2C911%2C676%2C314%2C548%2C193%2C556%2C122%2C678%2C912%2C181%2C313%2C867%2C419%2C682%2C513%2C684%2C316%2C273%2C913%2C868%2C124%2C921%2C339%2C948%2C638%2C943%2C514%2C686%2C218%2C688%2C963%2C518%2C616%2C728%2C223%2C836%2C516%2C558%2C918%2C138%2C748%2C196%2C618%2C278%2C624%2C692%2C522%2C694%2C622%2C962%2C156%2C142%2C626%2C449%2C628%2C564%2C228%2C565%2C924%2C283%2C233%2C853%2C632%2C288%2C636%2C293%2C634%2C566%2C238%2C964%2C662%2C182%2C960%2C359%2C423%2C453%2C935%2C968%2C128%2C922%2C611%2C714%2C321%2C862%2C243%2C135%2C248%2C716%2C469%2C456%2C253%2C722%2C642%2C942%2C643%2C718%2C939%2C724%2C734%2C576%2C644%2C936%2C819%2C961%2C172%2C813%2C132%2C726%2C646%2C199%2C648%2C733%2C915%2C184%2C134%2C524%2C652%2C361%2C174%2C362%2C328%2C364%2C258%2C732%2C656%2C366%2C654%2C144%2C336%2C146%2C263%2C463%2C268%2C528%2C532%2C923%2C944%2C738%2C176%2C578%2C534%2C537%2C536%2C742%2C429%2C866%2C433%2C369%2C178%2C744%2C436%2C186%2C136%2C925%2C343%2C869%2C158%2C746%2C439%2C926%2C916%2C466%2C664%2C112%2C826%2C111%2C542%2C298%2C967%2C927%2C443%2C846%2C917%2C299%2C544%2C582%2C941%2C474%2C446%2C754%2C666%2C698&s=PPPPC&grp=0&a=#download
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ranking African countries, the Seychelles ($33.1K) and 

Mauritius ($26.5K), aren’t even on the physical continent. 

The vast majority of Africa subsists on less than $10K in 

GDP per capita, several orders of magnitude less than any 

other developed economy in the world. 

 

GDP per capita, adjusted for purchasing power, is a great 

way to compare the wealth between countries, however it 

doesn’t take into account wealth disparities inside each 

country. The US for example has a GDP per capita of 

$67.4K, but this doesn’t mean the average person 

contributes that much to the economy. As of 2018, the 

average wage in American was around $50,000 but the 

median was about $33,000. This suggests that a small 

number of wealthy people are driving up the overall figures.  

 

Here is the complete list of the top 10 richest countries in 

the world: 

 

1. Qatar: $138.9K 

2. Macao: $113.4K 

3. Luxembourg: $112K 

4. Singapore: $105.7K 

5. Ireland: $87K 

6. Brunei Darussalam: $85K 
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7. Norway: $79.6K 

8. UAE: $70.4K 

9. Kuwait: $67.9K 

10. Switzerland: $67.6K 

 

DISCUSSION: 

 

1. Which among these top 10 richest countries in the 

world have you visited? Describe this country. 

2. What do you think are the factors which make a 

country rich? 

3. What do you think are the factors which make a 

country poor? 

4. Do you consider your country progressive? Why/ Why 

not? 

5. What is the impact of the pandemic in your country? 

6. How can education contribute to the progress of a 

country? 

7. What other countries would you like to work in and 

why? 

8. What kind of aid should the governments of rich 

countries give to poor countries? 

9. Is your country the best place for you to live? 

10. What is special about your country? 

 

 


